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Hot Hotels « Klapsons Hotel Singapore » The Peninsula Hotel Shanghai

Eateries
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Hyatt Regency Hotel Shatin Hong Kong » Hullett House Hong Kong
EAST Hotel Hong Kong = Rock Bar Ayana Resort & Spa Bali
= Escolta Manila » 8% Otto e Mezzo Hong Kong »

In Kitchen | Wuhu Tech » Alat Screen TVs

» Hotel Eclat Taipei
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Exterior of the Oterra Hotel Bangalore



surreality
rules

By Tony Srmyth

Italian design team of Sawaya & Moroni bring a large splash of
European chic to a new boutigue brand,

WWHEM JITSUN INVESTRENTS took over 3 run-down comanercial buliding in 2006
there was nd altermatee but 10 do a total refurbeshment. It weas also decded that
they build a hoted annex 1o 834 value 1o the propety and et about kooking 1o bring
something 1o mal W and Bulgan hotels to be called Klapsons The Boutique Hotel

Appointing RSP Aschitects as the local archatectural Tem 10 S the whiolo
project in mohon they set about to leok for an intérnatianal firm to pronade
sometheng umque for the hatel portion that was not curently on offer in
Singapora. Inthe end they decided on the ltalian firm of Sawaya & Moroni who
warne considened to share their vision and dasign ethos. The fact that they are
alzo formidable fumitune designers and had worked wath the camer on previous
projects was also a factor.

The cwners knew what they wanted from the begnning and worked
with the designers to put the pecture together,

“Thre s no dafimitivg ambience OF ST theme, Thase s our Spinion tend
o die out very quickly, We wanted something that could stand the test of ime, »

Cronier; Jittun Investrments Phe Ltd Architecture I:Ia{"_.ig_n Firm: ‘E-..-.-.-..:,._t & Maosani. RSP
Architects and Consultants Architecture Project Team: RSP Archivects and Consultants
General Contractor: Suncyy Woodcraft Pre Ltd Interior Design Consultant: Sawaya
& Moroni Interior Project Tearn: Willlam srevinga, Pacio Maroni |ntendr Fit-gut
Contractor: Sunray Woodcraft Lighting Censultant: Hlumte: MechanicalfElectrical
Consultant: Squime Mech Bitchen Consultant: Sommenalle S:En.lgc Congultant;
In-howse Acoustical Consultant: In-house Graphbcs Consultant: in-house Art
Condultant; In-howie

SUPPLIERS:- Flooring-Carpet: Goodich Clobal Hardwood: Kienson Furmishings:
"E.._.-.'.-._l:,-.u & Moeoni Room Controls: Lutron Air-.:-:lnditinningﬁ rtraction: Daikin
Drapery: Goodrich Global Architectural glass: YEK AP Lighting Controls: Lutren
Chandeliers: Seaaya & Moroni, Flos DoorlEntry locks: VingCand Elsafe Sanitanpware:
Laufen 5.1|‘|i1..'|r:,- Fixtures: fucchetts, Antomo Lupi Elevators & Escalators: Hitach
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This page, clockarse from fop tef
Feception housed within a sphere
In-b-b:,l [u:n.mingy_

Blue LED Lighting makis Conat
pillars emphsize ceiling height
Opposite page, top and bottom:
The reception sphene.
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Like horer orma 705 désagn i S0l vary feding

of Klapsons the Boutique Hotel. "W are first and foramo [ TET ]
We wanied to take the manoicny of the standard busmess hotel and make i
a little more inledasting”

The brief was to buikd a wnique frvee-star bowtque hotel that would ook
complately different from and less obwicus than what you would nosmalhy
expect from a frve-star hotel. Since the hotal is mtended as the flagship
future hotel chain, it had o have a strong chasacter and branding, as wall

ural elerments that vaould make the other hoteis
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The two-storey haight of the cedling unda
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[op o Soefiom:
<] lighting - red, ye r
custorm lumishing

etched pattenmn on restaurant window,
& peormebng modif dominates the bar,




T

confronted with the Sirong message thal thay ara
in for a sumeal adventure, Red guartzite floonng
15 jurtapasaed wilh & whitg quartibé Apgfaach 1o 8
shimy chromme sphene that functions as a reception
capsule which s snuated batessn two stesd
clad pllars ransioomed nld IMm@Dsang Sylingncal
columns

According 1o Sievava, it pUIS YOu in 3 good
miood and raises your expectations.” Mol least
Ery benng cantionted wath tha L froe and a hal
miatrg high hand-made stainkess steel spheara in the
receplan aréa and stamlass steal wena meesh 1hat s
also @ desegn staternant n the ooy

Arcund the marrochinesh necleus of the
MECEpTon, olher archaeciural epusodes appaar like
‘characters’: the helbcoedal starcase contanad n
a partal of bacansar wood, leading 10 the music
bar on the first level, and then the wolume of the
elemators, clad wmih Steel Soraens

Lighting is an important part of crealing
the surrgal atmosphers in the lobby, Poverod by
sophisticated computer controlled LED lights thare
i5 no limit 1o the colouwr ranges and prmutaleons
that this allowrs 1o ereate differant moods, whather
gxcitement of tranguillity throughout the day or for
SPacl GOEAsnNS

The light is bright almost all year round
in Singapons, 50 Sowava S8t outl 10 creste a
sophisticated, refreshing, energising lighting affect. «
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Thie colowr and intensity of the light in the ok
in the guastreoms can be contrglled indnadualhy
cpineng up endiess possibiliees for the hatel

The selaction of matenals and hineshes ware
chosan with functionalty in mind as well as
their aasthatic gualities

hatel its imparatne 19 make suna 1T e Matenals

arer it and a5y 1O masntan.

matendis that ang
marbie,
= atg. all

The colour scheme and texiural qualises Tor
the space are sull reflected throughout the hotel
daspite the fact that they deliberately et out 1o
make every room different, but without straying
away from a consistent palatie of oo 5 and
matenals,

“ahhough we used different wood veneers
iy SO aneas, whil doesn't change 15 the sensea of
warmth goean off by the matenal) savs Savwanda.

The rooms are dasigned to avasd the dreadful
"where am |7 experience suffered first thing in

the morming by so mary globatrotters: guests will

e confuse their room in this holel with any one
of hundreds of others around the warld, but wall




mnstanthy kndeyr that they are in the Elapson's.

Whether this is because of the unique
transpargnt Sircular showers i the some of the
guestrooms of the Ferran-ed built-n showers in
the others the design includes other features that
reinforcé the identity crodentials that this new
brand is trying to establish. The indirect lighting,
the artwork featunng vigorous black and white
images, the use of saddle leather panalling n
the rooms and large-formal quartz markde on the
fioors all combine to give a sense of place with an
uniopectied synergy.

To obtain the largest possible numboer of
reoms, the spaces have Bmited width, extending
in depth and bringing part of the bathroom inta the
room itself, closing just the toilet and the washstand
in 3 separate block,

The bathiubss, in certain roams, ane displayed
n small kving rooms, while in many cases a
relatonship 15 established wath greaneny, setting
the rooms next 10 garden-lenaces with ouidoos
mydro-massage wbs, wooden decks and cots for
relaxing. Custom furmishings and padded walls
covgred with leather alternate wath  capiionng
velvet sofas, coloured lamps, hidden accent lights,
in @ contnalled compositional narratne, %

Photography by Santi Caleca

Tap renw, left fo right:

shoreeer unit in Farrati-red;

Fuestroom: suite bathsoom,

Cppatite page, clockwire from micddle lofe:
Circular shower unit in guestroom;

jacuzzi on private terrace;

guestroam vith customised furmitune,
This page, dbove, left to right:

White suite bedroom;

white suite living room,
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