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places: singapore | & Sl Ol T S

develop 17-room Klapsons, an dber-cool hotel smack in the heart of the |
city's Central Business Dhstrict (OB, “Klapsons 13 a l'lll'l'li'l':l.".l'i;"-' now
place—not just another 5-Star hotel,” explains Milan's Willinm Sawaya
of Sawava & Moroni, whe handled the design. “You don't even know
Wit country ;.'rl':f':'vl- in with some hotels. '|'i!'_|-:-.' have the same hanal —T}
eulture. Klapsons makes you feel a bit misplaced. You feel shock, fiear; B
! - s i a apy ¥ . B e 1.8 [ ._'_'_‘-—_.__
vour center of gravity is off. You feel like you're in a different world, It's e i

Lk _:I-,,-_-_'|-\.. in limbo. Singapora’s CBD 15 about dynamism, modernity,

- .- - .
being cool. Klapsons beeomes your oasiz

Clockwise from top kel
KEapsons' receplion housed
in a sheed sphene, its fuburisic
hobby, and guesironm, where

the shower &5 an Zchifecharl

Sawava 15 L]
stranger when It comes
to pushing the design

envielopn,  Since 14,

he and partner Paolo

Moroni have workoed watl

the likes of Graves and Faha Hadid to explore cultural mflusmnees L1

on contemporary design=—specifically, in cutting odge furnishings.

For Klapsons, Sawaya designed o number of conic pieces such as a 3 : .l i :
stee]l sphere to house the recoption area and a wire mesh wall in the 1 ava it :I \ ;

middle of the lobby. One of Smwaya’s most sucoessful tricks was to | .-_. et by o

koop materials honest, yet wash all surfaces with color to transtorm !

the hotel into a giant kaleidoseope, "The furniture is pastel and the | 22

materials are newteal, byt the lighting is brilliant,” he sayvs, “The space E | -. ' -I 18

shows the possibihty of ever changing colow”™ | - 4 b

And Sawaya believes that more than any other city, Singaporeans

are willing to accept new levels of creative design: "Singapore 18 & y
voung nation and it wants to always be avant garde.”
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