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Milanese design has touchec
aown in sultry Singapore - and
It's not Just a stopover. What's
more, it 5 a boutique hotel,
rather than a fashion brand,
which has the luxury-loving
Iocals and the jet set in a lather.
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SINGAPORE COMES WITH its own “must=-do” list for any out-of-towners.
!‘;i,_un]':l“:.é_!‘ -.1_.;_'.||:|'||:|=.: F'-I.“i.".. of chilli crab and local noodles and l.il'illk'ill].‘.
Singapore Slings at Raffles Hotel (the history-soaked, Brinsh Colomal-cra
architectural gem) maditionally figure on many tame=strapped inneraries.

But in a dynamic city which has no shortage of large luxury chains,
Klapsons has emenged — a new player in the local hospitality arena offering
a contemporary design experience unlike any others currently available.

Milan-based architect William Sawaya, who with his parter Paolo
Moroni heads up the 35-1_.'1_=,a'r-n||_|. p-n:u!l:n:'l and interior l.il.'uiy_:'l firm
Sawaya & Moroni, was engaged by Klapsons owners, Singapore’s Lee
family, to design a new building in the CBD (Sawaya and Morom s
own apartment was featured in Fogue Livings July/ Aug 2008 1ssue).
Currently on four levels, but destined to grow in height with the later
addition of a second-stage vower, it's been described as the cary’s first
luxury boutique business hotel. Sitnated in the CBIX a short ride away
from the frenetic street markets of Chinatown, Klapsons is very carefully
conceived, making the most of a tricky narrow site (it was effectively
built as an annex 1o an exisung office block). The paucity of width has
resulted in a deceptively spacious entry lobby that's an object lesson in
neck-craning, jaw-dropping vertical volumes. Within it, a stainless steel
sphere functions as a futuristic check-in point. Sawaya & Moroni's own
iconic contributions to modern Italian design — such as Zaha Hadids
O ‘Mormne” sobs — are F'-Ln'n:_'ﬂ \[:I'.I.[\'.'H!l.'.l.”':.' across the Space.

Yet it’s the inordinately spacious hotel rooms and suites upstairs
{several with private courtyards and heated jacuzzis) which will ensure
that Klapsons becomes destination accommaodation for design=-savvy
rourists a5 well as luxury-secking business travellers. Adding to the
|_||||,-:-.;1'|¢_-.-;1|_-|_t|:.' -ap_.q-hkg' toiches, bathrooms are |::-|:'lil||FiII: into the heart
of the interior schemes, In keeping with the notion of contemporary,
]1{"\!“21;{{' luixuar ¥, ThD DWW oo s schemes are identical, moHARD WALLER
Nlapsons The Boarigquee Horel, 15 Hoe Chiang Road, Sivgapore. Beserntlions,
(+65) 6521 2030; e klapsons.com; s designhorels, com. In Anstrlia,
Hiub Frirnituee stocks Saeaya & Movoni fiersinire; wieni hubfiurnitene. com.au.
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